


























Process of obtaining a motorcycle

Visit www.rsa.ie/RSA/Learner-Drivers/New-Driver-Licensing-Rule

NOTE: The chart above sets out the various ‘Direct Access’ options for each category 
of Motorcycle Licence. These examples assume that the holder has not previously held 
a  motorcycle licence. The chart on the next page sets out the various ‘progressive access’ 
options for those that may have previously held a motorcycle licence in either A1, or A2.

Age
16

Category

AM

Obtain Cat. AM
full licence

Theory test (if not
 already completed)

Apply for Learner Permit

Initial Basic Training 
 Modules 1-4 (16 hrs)

Driving Test 
 (after 6 months)

Age
16

Category

A1

Obtain Cat. A1
full licence

Age 16

Theory test (if not  
 already completed

Apply for Learner Permit

Initial Basic Training 
 Modules 1-4 (16hrs)

Driving Test 
 (after 6 months)



e driving licence through Direct Access

es-from-January-2013/ for a list of frequently asked questions.

Age
18

Category

A2

Obtain Cat. A2
full licence

Age 18

Theory test (if not  
 already completed

Apply for Learner Permit

Initial Basic Training 
 Modules 1, 3 and 5  
 inclusive on A2 bike. If  
 already completed for  
 AM or A1 do progression  
 module 5 IBT on A2  
 machine

Pass driving test
 (after 6 months)

Age
24

and over

Category

A

Obtain Cat. A
full licence

Age 24

Theory test (if not  
 already completed

Apply for Learner Permit
 in Category A

Initial Basic Training 
 Modules 1, 3 & 5

Driving Test 
 (after 6 months)



Process of obtaining a motorcycle d

In all cases:
Min Age: 18yrs

Apply for Learner Permit in Category A2 after holding a full Category A1 driving  
 licence for a minimum of two years.

Complete Progression Module (Module 5) on an A2 type motorcycle (11hrs)

Having completed Module 5 you may then obtain your full Category A2 type  
 driving licence. Alternatively you may choose to undergo and pass a practical  
 driving test in Category A2 which leaves you with the options set out below;

1. If you chose to undergo and pass the  practical driving test on a Category A2 type
 motorcycle (no need to wait 6 months) and later on you choose to progress to a 
 Category A type motorcycle (having held your Category A2 driving licence for 2 
 years). You may proceed without the need to undergo a practical driving test on 
 a Category A type motorcycle.

2. If you had not taken and passed a practical driving test to obtain your Category 
 A2 driving licence (that is, you obtained it by undergoing a progression module) 
 you may not progress on without passing a practical driving test for a Category A 
 type driving licence. In order to progress to a Category A, you must hold your 
 Category A2 type driving licence for at least two years, undergo the progression 
 module (module 5) and pass a practical driving test on the Category A type 
 motorcycle.

Notes
Where you have previously undergone a practical driving test you will not be 

 required to wait 6 months before sitting another test between Categories A2 and 
 Category A. 

If you are aged 24 yrs or over you may opt for the Category A ‘Direct Access’ route 
 without the need to obtain a Category A2 driving licence and wait the two years.

Progression
from A1 to A2  

Options

Visit www.rsa.ie/RSA/Learner-Drivers/New-Driver-Licensin



driving licence through Progressive access

In all cases:
Min Age: 20yrs

Apply for Learner Permit in Category A

Complete Progression Module (Module 5) on an A type motorcycle (11hrs)

Must have held Category A2 driving licence for a minimum of 2 years. (or be at 
 least 24 years of age and opt for Direct Access to Category A)

1. If you obtained your Category A2 driving licence by passing your practical driving 
 test between Categories A1 and A2 you may then apply for your Category A 
 driving licence without the need to undergo a further practical driving test.

2. If you obtained your Category A2 driving licence completing the progression 
 module from A1 to A2 you must then apply for and pass a practical driving test 
 for your Category A driving licence
 
Notes

Where you have previously undergone a practical driving test you will not be 
 required to wait 6 months before sitting another test between categories A1 and 
 A2 or A2 and A. 

If you are aged 24 yrs or over you may opt for the Category A Direct Access route, 
 without the need to obtain a Category A2 driving licence and wait the required 
 two years.

Options

g-Rules-from-January-2013/ for a list of frequently asked questions.

The above notes set out options for progression for those who have previously held the relevant category
of full driving licence for the required length of time. If your situation is not set out above please contact
your local IBT trainer or the Road Safety Authority (Tel:096 25000) for further information.
NOTE:
If you already hold a full Category A driving licence restricted to 25Kw and wish to remove the restriction
 – it may be possible if you are aged over 24yrs and your IBT trainer obtains a unique approval number 
before your course commences.

Progression
from A2 to A  








