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The primary aim of the government’s new road 
safety strategy is to reduce the number of 
deaths and serious injuries on Irish roads by 
50% over the next 10 years. This means 
reducing deaths on Ireland’s roads annually 
from 144 to 72 or lower and reducing serious 
injuries from 1,259 to 630 or lower by 2030.
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Traffic 
fatalities up to 
9am on 23 
October 2022

Pedestrians 23

Drivers 51

Passengers 19

Motorcyclists 21

Pedal Cyclists 7

Pillion Passengers /Other 2





• Stockholm Declaration 2020

• UN Decade of Road Safety 2021 – 2030

• Follow example of Spain, Wales, Netherlands and other 
European neighbours





Walkability vs Road Speed

• Hypothesis: Lower road speeds enable greater pedestrian numbers
• Methods:

• Telraam sensors count pedestrians, bikes, cars, and heavy vehicles across 
Dublin. 

• Sensors provide counts and V85 (a measure of traffic speed)
• We analysed 365 days of data from all sensors within 30km of GPO
• We extracted the V85 and percentage of pedestrians counted each day.









Strand road 30km change

• For March, April, May 2021: peak v85 = 50.5km/hr
• For March, April, May 2022: peak v85 = 37.5km/hr



History of 30km/h speed limits in Ireland      

Jake’s Legacy Campaign for 
20km/h speed limits in 
housing estates

2005 2010 2015 2022

Marino Core Dublin 
City Centre

Guidelines for Managing and Setting Speed Limits

● Slow zones and periodic speed zones
● Mandatory for local authorities
● Urban speed limits to be self-enforcing 

Love 30 Campaign

2014

All local 
authorities have 
30km/h on some 
roads



30km/h speed limits in Connaught



30km/h speed limits in Munster



30km/h speed limits in Ulster



Leinster



• Call for legislation for default 
30 km/h in built-up areas

• Exceptions only where higher 
speeds are shown to be 
justified
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